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1 Introduction
Archaeological Development Services (ADS) were to compile an archaeological desktop
study of lands in Streamstown, Malahide, Co. Dublin to form part of a Local Area Plan
submission to Fingal County Council. An archaeological desktop study, otherwise known as
an archaeological impact assessment, identifies the potential impacts a proposed
development may have on the archaeological resource, and contains a mitigation strategy
to avoid, reduce or resolve those impacts. This report assesses the potential archaeological
impact of any development taking place in the Streamstown area as part of the Local Area
Plan for Fingal County Council.

2

Research Methodology

2.1

DESK BASED STUDY

2.1.1

Record of Monuments and Places

The Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) were established under the National
Monuments Acts (1930-94). It is based upon the older non-statutory Sites and Monuments
Record and information from county archaeological inventories. It records known
upstanding archaeological monuments, the original location of destroyed monuments and
the location of possible sites identified through, documentary, cartographic, photographic
research and field inspections. The RMP consists of a numbered list, organised by county
and subdivided by 6” map sheets showing the location of each site. The RMP data is
compiled from the files of the Archaeological Survey, which combines cartographic sources
and all published, and publicly available documentary sources including periodicals, the
records of the National Museum of Ireland (NMI) and the aerial photographs of the
Geological Survey of Ireland (GSI).

2.1.2

The Topographic Files of the National Museum of Ireland

The topographical files of the National Museum of Ireland (NMI) identify all recorded stray
finds held in the NMI archive that have been acquired by the state in accordance with
national monuments legislation. The files sometimes include correspondence and reports
on excavations undertaken by NMI archaeologists in the early 20th century. The amount
and the usefulness of the information on each stray find vary considerably. The finds are
listed by county and townland and/or street name.

2.1.3

Excavations Bulletin

The Excavations Bulletin, published each year, and its online database contains summary
accounts of all the excavations carried out in Ireland – North and South – from 1970 to
2004 (currently the latest edition). It has been compiled from the published Excavations
Bulletins from those years, with a similar format. The number of excavations carried out
annually in Ireland has increased enormously during this period. (To illustrate, Excavations
1970 has 41 reports, while Excavations 2000 contains over 1100.) The website database
gives access to almost 6000 reports and can be browsed or searched over the internet
using multiple fields, including Year, County, Site Type, Grid Reference, Licence No., Sites
and Monuments Record No. and Author.
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2.1.4

Cartographic Research

Two historic editions of the Ordnance Survey (OS) 6” Maps, Co. Dublin, Sheet 12 (1843,
1908) were analysed. Comparisons were made between the historic maps and later 20th
century OS mapping.

2.1.5

Documentary Research

Various published sources, including local and national journals, were consulted to
establish a historical background for the proposed development site.

2.1.6

Toponyms

Townland names are a valuable resource of information as they can indicate, for example,
the type of topography or archaeological sites that have long since been forgotten. They
can be a rich source of information for the land use, history, archaeology and folklore of an
area. The placename can have a variety of language origins such as, Irish, Viking, AngloNorman and English.

2.2

SITE INSPECTION

The purpose of a site inspection is to assist in verifying the location, condition and extent
of known features and to also identify areas of archaeological potential. By noting the
setting and condition of any recorded monuments and structures a better understanding of
the archaeological heritage of proposed development area can be achieved.
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3

Desk based study

3.1

ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

There is archaeological evidence for human activity in County Dublin from the Mesolithic
period onwards. There is little evidence in the immediate vicinity of Streamstown and
Auburn for Mesolithic activity, however, on Paddy’s Hill, south of Malahide estuary; a
number of microliths were recovered during excavations (Stout and Stout 1992, 7).
Possible Bann flakes were also found near Feltrim Hill.
3.1.1

Neolithic Period

The most common upstanding monuments, dating to the Neolithic period, are megalithic
tombs. These tombs are divided into four classes; court tombs, portal tombs, passage
tombs and wedge tombs. The three latter classes are represented in County Dublin. A
typical portal tomb, such as the one at Howth Demesne, consists of two large door stones
or portals, a back stone and often side stones. A large capstone, often of enormous
proportions, is placed on the stones, providing a small chamber. Passage tombs are by far
the most numerous megalithic tombs in Ireland, with a passage tomb cemetery located in
Bremore, near Balbriggan. Passage tombs get their name from the large orthostats,
occasionally with decorated with megalithic art, used to construct a passage usually
leading into a burial chamber. Some passage tombs may have multiple chambers and are
generally covered by a cairn or mound. Wedge tombs are so named by the distinctive
manner in which the roof slopes down towards the back of the tomb and are taller and
wider at the entrance.
Excavations on Feltrim Hill revealed considerable evidence for Neolithic settlement
evidence. Several diagnostic artefacts including pottery, stone and flint implements, axes
and waste material were found but no structural remains were identified. Any structural
remains may have been destroyed by later early medieval occupation of the hill (Waddell
2000, 38).
No megalithic structures are known of in the vicinity of the proposed development.

3.1.2

The Bronze Age

There is little evidence for activity in the area during the Bronze Age in the study area.
Bronze Age activity is represented by a range of monuments including stone circles,
standing stone, stone alignments, tumuli, cairns and barrows. Tumuli are mounds of earth
often used to covered or contain burial deposits. Cairns are stone mounds used for the
same purpose. Barrows are burial monuments dating to the Bronze Age and Iron Age.
There are several different classes of barrows but in general they consist of a circular
enclosing element of ditches and sometimes banks. The interior, where burials are usually
found, may be flat or have a mound of varying height. Bronze Age burials are often found
in flat cemeteries in stone cists or earth-cut pits. These cemeteries are generally not
evidence above ground. A ringditch containing a central cremation pit was excavated in
Drinan townland. The earthwork in Malahide Demesne (DU012-029) may also be a barrow.
Evidence for Bronze Age domestic sites can often only be uncovered through excavation,
but are generally not evident above ground. The house sites of the Bronze Age are
generally circular in plan and between 7–15m in diameter. A pit excavated in Broomfield
indicates that there was activity in the area during the Bronze Age. The pit excavated at
Drinan/Nevinstown East, although yet undated, may date to this period. One of the best
indicators of Bronze Age settlement are fulachta fiadh which are comprised of mounds of
heat shattered stones. It is understood that hot stones were placed in a trough of water,
thus heating the water for a variety of possible purposes such as cooking or bathing. The
nearest example of such a site occurs in Robswall (DU012-065).
No sites of Bronze Age date were noted during the field inspection of the site.
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3.1.3

The Iron Age

The evidence for human activity during the Iron Age is not as forthcoming as in other
periods and no sites from this period have been identified in the area.
3.1.4

Early Medieval Period

In the fifth century Christianity was introduced to Ireland and monastic sites began to be
founded throughout Ireland. No early church sites are known of in the immediate vicinity
of the proposed development. However, by the sixth century the monastery at Swords was
founded. The presence of a holy well in the neighbouring townland of Feltrim (DU012-026)
may be indicative of an early religious tradition in the area.
During the early medieval period a new type of settlement enclosure became common.
Ringforts consist of a circular area enclosed by a bank and an external ditch, sometimes
there can be up to three sets of such defences. When stone defences were used in such
sites they are referred to as cashels. Some enclosure sites may represent less wellpreserved ringforts. Occasionally souterrains are associated with ringforts, but are also
found in isolation. A souterrain is an underground chamber probably used as a place of
refuge during attack or as a storage place in more peaceful times.
The cashel (DU012-02501) on Feltrim Hill was excavated in the late 1940s by Eogan and
Hartnett and had extensive evidence for occupation from the early medieval period. Some
of the artefacts are thought to have had evidence for a Viking influence (Stout and Stout
1992, 17). The Viking influence is not surprising as this area is located in Fingal or the
‘Territory of the Foreigners’ and was settled by the Hiberno-Norse in the tenth and
eleventh century (Mitchell and Ryan 1997, 300). It is possible that the earthwork (DU012029) in Malahide Demesne may represent a platform ringfort.
No sites of Early Medieval date were noted during the field inspection of the site.

3.1.5 Medieval Period and onwards
The archaeological and historical evidence for this area suggests a burgeoning of activity
from the historic period onwards, especially in the medieval period. The lands and harbour
of Malahide were granted by Henry II to Richard Talbot in 1185 (Bennett 1994, 129). A
castle (DU012-030) was built just northeast of the proposed development site in Malahide
Demesne. This castle has undergone a significant number of additions over the years but it
contains the only surviving medieval great hall in Ireland. A church site (DU012-03101)
was also established beside the castle and may predate it. Two sheela-na-gig figures
(DU012-03102 and DU012-03103) and a mitred head (DU012:03104) have been
incorporated into the walls of the church. A graveyard is associated with the church
(DU012:03106) and inside the church a medieval altar tomb (DU012:03105) dedicated to
Maud Plunkett can be found. A medieval church (DU015-00201) and graveyard
(DU015:00202) can also be found in Kinsaley townland. Excavations of a mound (DU012028) in Auburn townland and to the immediate west of the proposed development revealed
that it was most likely a landscape feature in the Demesne of nearby Feltrim House. A tree
ring excavated in Broomfield indicates that the landscape in this area has continued to be
modified in more recent times.
In the hinterland of the proposed development there is also evidence for post-medieval
activity. The Georgian Auburn House (DU-50-O-209453) was built at this time. A windmill
(DU012-027) was also located just west of the proposed site on Feltrim Hill. Rocque’s
(1756) and Stoke’s (1750) maps indicate the location of the windmill, as does Archer’s list
of mills for 1801 (Simms and Fagan 1992, 104). The windmill was demolished in 1973.
No sites of Medieval date were noted during the field inspection of the site.
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3.1.6

Significant settlements in the area

The proposed development is located between the towns of Malahide and Swords, thus an
understanding of the history and development of these towns may give an indication of the
broader archaeological and historical landscape of the area.
3.1.7

Swords

There is some evidence for prehistoric activity in Swords; however, it was during the early
medieval period that its origins as a settlement can be attributed. The monastery of
Swords was founded in 512, by St. Columbkill, who appointed St. Finn Lobhair, or the
Leper, as its first abbot and blessed a holy well (Ryan 2001, 244). The town of Swords
derives its name from the Irish word sord, which means ‘pure’, originally applied to St
Columba’s well. The monastery and settlement continued to grow and expand and
incorporated several places of worship, including chapels dedicated to St. Finan and St.
Brigit. The monastery was burnt by Maelseachlainn in 994 and it was plundered and burnt
several times by the Danes between 1012 and 1066. The only remaining feature of St.
Columba's Church is the Round Tower which stands seventy five foot tall.
The castle was built in the 12th century with the appointment of the first Norman bishop of
Dublin, John Comyn. In 1192 a patent was granted to Archbishop Comyn that authorised
him to hold an annual fair in his manor of Swords for the eight days after the feast of St.
Columbcille. In 1216 the manor of Swords was granted to Henry de Loundres on condition
that he build and maintain a castle on his manor of Castlekevin near Glendalough, to be
used in the defence of the Pale against attacks by the O’Byrnes and O’Tooles. The extent
of the manor of Swords in 1326 noted that there were 122 burgesses (McNeill 1950, 177),
and there were many references to burgesses in Archbishop Alen’s register throughout the
following century, certainly sufficient to show that the borough functioned continually into
the sixteenth century (McNeill, 1950, 291). However, by 1324 documentary evidence
indicates that the castle was in disrepair but by 1583 the Castle was re-occupied by Dutch
Protestants under order of the Land Deputy, Sir Henry Sydney. References in the Carew
manuscripts refer to the ‘quite spoiled old castle’, indicating the ruinous state of the Castle.
The Dutch Protestants repaired parts of the Castle and “the late oven attached to the
buildings west of the gateway may be part of their refurbishing” (Fanning 1975, 57).
The town was granted a new charter by Elizabeth I in 1578, which established it as a
parliamentary borough. This was confirmed in 1603 upon the accession of James I,
together with a weekly market on Monday. This document refers to the place as ‘the
Archbishop’s manor at Swords.’ A grant of two additional fairs was made to it in 1699. It
continued to send representatives to parliament until the Act of Union.
3.1.8

Malahide

Prehistoric activity in the vicinity of Malahide town was revealed during excavations at
Robswall on the southeast of the town where Neolithic and Bronze Age activity was
identified. However it is in the early medieval and medieval period when extensive
settlement began to develop in the area. By the 8th century Malahide had become a Viking
stronghold (Bennett 1994, 129). Several earthworks and enclosure in the area may
represent early medieval ringfort sites.
In 1185 the lands and harbour of Malahide were granted by Henry II to Richard Talbot who
built the aforementioned castle in Malahide Demesne. The castle is a quadrangular building
situated on limestone rock and has been modified and renovated several times over the
years. It was probably at this time that Malahide Abbey was built in Malahide Demesne.
Malahide was part of the parish of Swords from the end of the monastic system of
organisation in the 12th century until 1941 when it became a parish in its own right. By
1630, the Abbey was stated to be in a ruinous condition and may have been closed since
the Dissolution of the Monasteries by Henry VIII.
During the Cromwellian wars, the castle was besieged and taken by Cromwell, who took up
residency there and during which time he passed sentence of outlawry upon Thomas, Lord
Talbot, and gave the castle to a Miles Corbet, who maintained possession of the castle for
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seven years. During the Restoration, and after the execution in 1660 of Miles Corbet for
signing Charles I’s death warrant, the Talbot family regained possession of the estates.
By the 16th century the town had continued to expand as a fishing port and privileges were
granted to the port of Dublin. The town also had a small oyster fishing trade and an
interesting oyster midden has recently been excavated in Malahide Demesne (06E0661).

3.2

RECORDS OF MONUMENTS AND PLACES (RMP)

In the hinterland of the proposed development there are a range of recorded monuments
many of which date to the early medieval and medieval periods (table 1). The earliest
datable site was the Neolithic habitation activity on Feltrim Hill. Early medieval activity in
the area is represented by a cashel site and an earthwork site which may represent a
ringfort or even possibly a ringditch, which usually date from the Bronze Age. The
presence of a holy well in the vicinity of the cashel could possibly have had its origins in
the prehistoric period. In Malahide Demesne a medieval castle is situated in proximity to a
church with two sheela na gig figures and a mitred head incorporated into it. A medieval
altar tomb is located in the interior of the church while there is a graveyard surrounding
the exterior. In the townland of Kinsaley there is a second medieval church and associated
graveyard. A windmill site and mound/landscape feature represent post medieval activity
in the area.
Table 1:

Record of Monuments and Places

RMP NO.

TOWNLAND

CLASSIFICATION

NOTES

DU012-02501

Feltrim

Cashel Site

DU012-02502

Feltrim

Habitation Site

DU012-026

Feltrim

Holy Well

DU012-027

Feltrim

Windmill Site

Early medieval cashel (35m by
25m dia), excavated in 1940’s
and produced evidence for earlier
Neolithic occupation
Early medieval cashel (35m by
25m dia), excavated in 1940’s
and produced evidence for earlier
Neolithic occupation
Known as ‘Lady Well’ and located
on the north face of Feltrim Hill,
now destroyed
Located on the summit of Feltrim
Hill, all demolished except for the
base.

DU012-028

Auburn

Mound

Mound known as the ‘fairy dell’,
excavated and thought to be a
landscape feature

DU012-029

Malahide
Demesne

Earthwork Site

DU012-030

Malahide
Demesne

Castle/Cast

Earthen platform enclosed by
ditch, bank and outer ditch. The
centre has been quarried
Medieval castle built by Richard
Talbot. It contains the only
surviving medieval great halls and
has been modified over the years.

DU012-031

Malahide
Demesne

Ecclesiastical Remains

Redundant Record

DU012-03101

Malahide
Demesne

Church

The remains of a medieval church
in the ground of Malahide castle.
The nave and chancel survive but
are in a ruinous state

DU012-03102

Malahide
Demesne

Sheela na Gig

Sheela na Gig built into a quoin at
the northeast corner of the church

DU012-03103

Malahide
Demesne

Sheela na Gig

Sheela na Gig built into the east
gable wall of the church

DU012:03104

Malahide
Demesne
Malahide
Demesne

Architectural fragment

Mitred head on the apex of the
south door of the church
Altar tomb dedicated to Maud
Plunkett located in the interior of
the church

DU012:03105

Tomb
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DU012:03106

Malahide
Demesne

Graveyard

DU015-00201

Kinsaley

Church

DU015:00202

Kinsaley

Graveyard

3.3

Graveyard associated with the
medieval church in Malahide
Demesne
Roadside church probably of
medieval date. In a ruinous state
Rectangular
walled
graveyard
associated with the medieval
church

PREVIOUS EXCAVATIONS

While no archaeological excavations have taken place in Streamstown previously a number
of archaeological investigations have been carried out in the vicinity of the proposed
development site, as revealed by the Excavations Bulletin (Table 2). Two sites have
evidence for Bronze Age activity. The pit at Drinan/Nevinstown may also date to this
period and is indicative of the possibility that further archaeological activity may be found
in the area. The watching brief at Malahide castle has revealed information about the
construction and use of the castle. The landscape feature and tree ring also indicate that
the landscape in this area has continued to be modified in more recent times. The
aforementioned excavations on Feltrim Hill are not included in the database.
Table 2:
LICENCE
NO.

Previous excavations in the vicinity
LOCATION
TYPE

Not available

Auburn

03E1362 ext.

Drinan/Nevinstown East

04E1066

Mountgorry
Site
B,
Malahide Road, Drinan

Ringditch

04E1528

Malahide
Castle,
Malahide Demesne

Post-medieval
garden

Not Available

Broomfield

Circular
Ditched
Enclosure

3.4

Landscape
feature
Pit

NOTES
Mound known as the ‘fairy dell’, excavated
and thought to be a landscape feature
Subrectangular pit (3m long, 1m wide)
with nine stakeholes at the bottom. Its
function and date are unclear.
Circular ringditch with entrance to the
southeast. At the centre was a single pit
containing cremated bones. Bronze Age
pottery sherds were recovered from the
ditch and pit
A watching brief on engineering pits of the
gardens in Malahide castle near the
Barbican Tower
Excavation of a circular enclosure and a
number of pits. Thought to have been a
ploughed out tree ring which was erected
in an area of Early Bronze Age activity

TOPOGRAPHIC FILES OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF IRELAND

The Topographic files at the Irish Antiquities Department, National Museum of Ireland were
inspected with regard to the following townlands in the vicinity of Streamstown, County
Dublin; Streamstown, Feltrim, Abbeyville, Greenwood, Rahulh, Auburn, Drinan, Yellow
Walls, Mabestown, Malahide Demesne, Kinsaley, Broomfield, Grange and Hazelbrook. A
large number of lithic artefacts have been found in these areas indicating extensive
prehistoric activity in the region. Several early medieval and medieval artefacts have also
been found through this area.

Table 3:

Stray finds from the vicinity of the site

NMI
REGISTER
NO.

TOWNLAND

FIND

NOTES

1966:42

Broomfield

Flint scraper

Surface find of flint scraper

1968:174-184

Broomfield

Flint artefacts

1968:151-171

Broomfield

1964:29-30

Broomfield

Lithics, animal
tooth and bone,
bronze
knob,
iron object
Flint
waste

Neolithic flint cores, scrapers and flakes,
possibly Neolithic in date
A number of surface finds included prehistoric
tools, including axeheads, waste material,
flakes and scrapers and possibly more modern
artefacts.
Surface find of twenty eight flint waste flakes
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NMI
REGISTER
NO.

TOWNLAND

FIND

1964:64

Yellow Walls

flakes and
gun flint
Flint scraper

1968:120-121

Yellow Walls

Pot sherds

1974:90

Yellow Walls

Stone axehead

1964:31

Drinan

Flint core

1947:2851053
1964:85

Feltrim
Feltrim

Various
artefacts
Bronze ring

1949:50

Feltrim

Flint arrowhead

1947:159

Feltrim

Flint arrowhead

1968:185186-92B
1965:13-16

Feltrim

Flint

Feltrim

Arrowheads
and stone axe

1964:71

Feltrim

Bronze ring

1969:22-33

Feltrim

Flint artefacts

1970:181

Feltrim

1965:22

Feltrim

1965:55

Feltrim

Polished stone
axe
Polished stone
adzehead
Flint slug knife

1966:63-92

Feltrim

Flint and chert
artefacts

1966:122-47

Feltrim

Stone artefacts

1946:333

Feltrim

Roman coin

1967:179

Feltrim

Bronze Mount

1968:84-119,
172-173

Feltrim

Various
artefacts

3.5

NOTES

a

artefacts

and a gun flint
Surface find of brown flint scraper
Two glazed sherds of wheel thrown pottery
found near the seashore
Polished
stone
axehead
found
during
foundation digging
Flint core found in an embankment near
Feltrim.
Various artefacts recovered during excavation
and collected by locals in the vicinity of the site
Bronze coiled ring found on Feltrim Hill
Flint leaf-shaped arrowhead found on Feltrim
Hill
Surface find of flint arrowhead tip
Stray surface find of nine flint flakes and a flint
core
Polished axe or adze head, a barbed arrowhead
and two leaf-shaped arrowheads recovered
from Feltrim Hill
Cast bronze ring 2.7cm in diameter. Surface
find from Feltrim Hill
Ten flint scrapers and blade, 44 fragments of
flint waste material and one chert core. Stray
surface finds from Feltrim Hill
Polished stone axe portion from Feltrim Hill
Polished stone adzehead fragment from Feltrim
Hill
Slug knife of white flint. Stray surface find from
Feltrim Hill
Seven flint arrowheads, 22 flint scrapers and
one chert knife from Feltrim Hill
Polished stone axehead, flint knives, blades,
scrapers, blades, a javelin head and a saddle
quern and rubber stones were found in
bulldozed material from Feltrim Hill.
Bronze Roman coin (284-304 AD) from Feltrim
Hill
Bronze Mount with human face protruding from
the top with blue glass studs as eyes. Found
near Feltrim Hill
Various artefacts including a number of lithics,
the tooth of a sperm whales, two iron objects
and a clay bead were recovered from Feltrim
Hill

CARTOGRAPHIC SOURCES

The following cartographic references were consulted at the Trinity Map Library: Ordnance
Survey 6” map of Co. Dublin, 1st edition (1843) and the Ordnance Survey 25” map, Co.
Dublin, 3rd edition (1908)
3.5.1

1st Edition Ordnance Survey Map, Co. Dublin (1843)

The Ordnance Survey, undertaken in the 19th century, was part of a countrywide effort to
enable the accurate valuation of all property and assess liability for taxes and rates. The
Ordnance Survey maps illustrated the Irish landscape with a level of detail not attempted
before that time. The 1st edition OS map depicting the proposed development area was
published in 1843.
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Comparison of the 1837 map with recent OS mapping indicates that there has been
substantial change to the area during the intervening years (Fig. 2 and 3). The 1837 map
depicts Auburn House and its associated buildings as the only structures within the area of
the proposed site. A significant proportion of the northern part of the development was
covered by woodlands associated with Auburn House. Just beyond the proposed
development area and to the south two gravel pits are depicted. To the east of Feltrim Hill
the windmill, earthwork and holy well are depicted but several quarries and encroaching
onto the sites.
3.5.2

3rd Edition Ordnance Survey Map, Co. Dublin (1908)

The 3rd edition OS map (1908) shows little appreciable difference when compared with the
1st edition map (1843). Three additional building appear on this map and the small fields in
the south-western area of the proposed development have been joined together to form
larger fields. By the time Feltrim Hill was surveyed the earthwork had been completely
destroyed by quarrying and the windmill is recorded as ‘in ruins’. Lady’s Well is also
marked. In the intervening years the field layout has remained mush the same with the
exception of the division of small plots for houses along the road.

3.6

TOPONYMS

The site of the proposed development is situated in the townlands of Streamstown and
Auburn. While Auburn remains the same in Irish Streamstown translates to Baile an
tSrutháin meaning home of the streams. The village to the west of the site is known as
Feltrim or Fealdruim/ Faoldroim meaning Wolf Ridge (Flanagan and Flanagan 1994).

Proposed Housing Development – Streamstown and Auburn, Co. Dublin

11

Archaeological Development Services Ltd

4

Results of Field Inspection

A field walkover inspection was carried out in the subject site area in order to:
x
x
x

x

verify the location, extent and condition of known features (if any)
identify and record the location, extent and condition of new features (if any)
identify areas of potential archaeological interest where no upstanding features are
visible (e.g. wetlands, river crossings, or areas between concentrations of
upstanding features)
assess potential impacts of a proposed development on all of the above to gather
information towards detailed and specific proposals for avoidance or mitigation of
these impacts.

The study area comprises a series of fields and properties (Areas A-J), which taken
together have an overall east west extent of 800m and an overall north south extent of
375m (Fig. 4). The inspection was carried out on the 11th of November 2008 in dry, sunny
conditions.
Area A consists of the property of Auburn House and its grounds, which has a total area of
11.6 Hectares.
The southwest corner of the property consisted of an overgrown grass field, bordered by a
tarmac roadway to the west, mature hedgerows and tree lines to the north and east and a
water filled boundary ditch and low bank to the south (Plates 1-3). The field itself sloped
broadly downwards from west to east. An elevated area was noted towards the west end
of the field, with an area of uneven, rutted ground covered with scrub at the southwest
side of the elevation.
Immediately to the south of this field, on the other side of the water filled ditch described
above, was an area of dense woodland at the rear of Auburn House (Plates 4-6). A
pathway did extend in a broad north to south direction through this wooded area, but in
general the tree and shrub growth was too dense to determine whether or not any
archaeological features were present.
To the east of the overgrown field and wooded area was a fenced area of short grass,
which was being as grazed by horses (Plates 7-9). This field was irregular in shape and
was defined by a modern wooden fence, with a line of young trees planted at regular
intervals around the north and northeast side, running parallel to the fence. The field was
generally flat in appearance around its periphery, but had an elevated area towards the
centre-west. Towards the northwest the ground was slightly uneven, with a slight,
northeast to southwest aligned, linear depression visible towards the perimeter fence
(Plate 10).
Bordering the southeast corner of this field was a cropped grass lawn, defined at the west,
southwest, northeast and north by a water filled boundary ditch and hedgerow, and at the
southeast by a modern building (Plate 11). This lawn sloped downwards from the
southeast to northwest.
The approach to Auburn House consisted of a tarmac driveway, which was bordered at the
north and northeast by cropped grass and a mature tree line and at the south and
southwest by a strip of woodland, adjoining a narrow stream, which curved from the south
east to the west (Plates 12-13).
On the west and southwest side of the stream, to the southeast of Auburn House, was a
group of three modern or recently converted buildings, sited around a gravel-covered
courtyard (Plate 14). At the east side of this group of buildings was a mown lawn with
some formal garden features. A number of modern features were associated with the
stream in this area, including a wooden footbridge and a concrete sluice gate (Plates 1516). The stream was culverted at several points to allow access from the driveway to the
property on this side of the stream. To the south and west of the modern buildings and
courtyard were four adjoining walled gardens, which had been modified to varying extent
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in recent years with the inclusion of tennis courts and other recreational features (Plate
17). The courtyard was approached by a small, north south aligned lane extending off the
main driveway, and to the west of this lane was a small yard with central shed buildings,
which was used as a storage and maintenance area (Plate 18).
Area B was a broadly rectangular shaped area measuring 1.6 hectares, which abutted the
southwest side of the Auburn House property. This area consisted of a mown grass and
scrub field, with an elevated area towards the centre north, which was occupied by a
modern bungalow (Plates 19-20). A trial hole or service pit had apparently been excavated
at the rear of the bungalow, on the north side of the property. This area was defined at the
north by a narrow field boundary ditch, aligned with the above described stream, at the
west by a boundary ditch and tar macadam road, and at the east and south by mature
hedgerows.
Area C was located to the south of Area B, and comprised a broadly rectangular, east west
aligned field, with an adjoining yard area, which was occupied by the offices of a
landscaping firm (Plate 21). This field measured 2.9 hectares in area and was defined by
field boundary ditch and external hedgerow at the east, a young tree line and the tar
macadam road at the west, a mature hedgerow at the north, and a young hedgerow and
tree line at the south. The field consisted of overgrown grass and was highest at the
centre, with gentle slopes to the north, west and south, and a sharper downwards slope to
the fields lowest point at the east (Plate 22).
Area D was an L-shaped property measuring 0.73 hectares in area, abutting the south side
Area C. This property consisted of a manicured lawn defined by sculpted hedgerows and
garden fences (Plate 23).
To the east of these last two Areas and abutting the southeast edge of the Area A, were
four adjoining properties (Areas E-H). Where visible all four appeared to consist of private
residences with mown grass lawns, defined by fences and mature hedgerows.
The areas discussed above were all located on the northern side of an east to west running
public road, two further survey areas were located on the south side of this road. The first
of these, Area I, measured approximately 90m north south by 50m east west; again, this
property was not accessible but clearly consisted of a private residence with mown lawn
and driveway, with its borders defined by tree lines and mature hedgerows.
The second of these properties, Area J, was an east west aligned, broadly rectangular
shaped area measuring 175m east west by 150m north south. This property was
surrounded by hoarding and could not be viewed at this date. However, spoil heaps were
visible beyond the hoarding and the site had clearly been subject to soil reduction and
development in the recent past. Although there was a gated entrance and office huts at
the southeast corner of the site, there was no construction activity at this date and the site
was closed.
No recorded or previously unidentified monuments were positively identified in the subject
area during the assessment; however not all of the study area could be accessed at this
date and there is the possibility that the inaccessible areas may contain features of
archaeological significance. Also, although no features of obvious archaeological
significance were noted on the field surfaces, it is possible that sub surface archaeological
remains may survive, and any such sub surface features could be negatively impacted
upon by the proposed development.
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5

Summary & Conclusions

5.1
This report indicates that the site of the proposed development in the townlands of
Streamstown and Auburn, which are situated within an area of moderate archaeological
activity spanning from the prehistoric to the medieval period.
5.2
The County Dublin Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) does not record any
archaeological monuments within the Local Area Plan boundary.
5.3
In the hinterland of the proposed development site there are known archaeological
monuments which include a Neolithic habitation site, possible ringfort or barrow site, a
cashel, a holy well, two medieval churches and associated graveyards, a windmill and a
landscape feature. The range of types of recorded monuments and structures within the
hinterland of the proposed development site attests to human occupation and settlement
in the area from prehistory to the present day.
5.4
A search of the topographic files at the National Museum did not identify any
artefact findspots from the townlands of Streamstown or Auburn; however, several
artefact findspots from the neighbouring townland have been identified.
5.5
The Excavation Bulletins 1970-2004 show that no previous archaeological
excavations have been undertaken within the proposed development area. However, a
landscape feature was excavated in the townland of Auburn immediately west of the
proposed development. It should be noted that in the neighbouring townland Drinan a pit
and a ringditch were excavated in two separate developments. Bronze Age activity was
identified at Broomfield. A substantial Neolithic habitation site and medieval cashel were
excavated on Feltrim Hill, just west of the development.
5.6
The County Dublin Record of Protected Structures (RPS) does not record any
protected structures within the Local Area Plan boundary.
5.7
The Local Area Plan area comprises a series of fields and properties (Areas A-J).
Not all areas of the proposed development could be accessed, thus there is the possibility
that the inaccessible areas may contain features of archaeological significance. Nothing of
apparent archaeological significance was identified during the field inspection. It is
possible; however, that sub surface archaeological remains may survive, and any such sub
surface features could be negatively impacted upon by the proposed development.
5.8
It is considered possible, given the number of known archaeological site and
artefact findspots in the neighbouring townlands that as yet unknown subsurface
archaeological remains may exist within the proposed development area.
5.9
Construction or preconstruction groundworks have the potential to impact any as
yet unknown subsurface archaeological remains that may potentially survive within the
proposed development area.
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6

RECOMMENDATIONS1

This study has shown that no recorded monument exists within the Local Area Plan
boundary. This study has also shown however that there are a number of recorded
archaeological monuments in the hinterland.
Given that the proposed development would have a negative impact on any potential
unknown archaeological remains or artefacts that may survive below ground it is
recommended that:
6.1
Due to the large size of the proposed development area a geophysical survey
would be advisable to ascertain whether any archaeological sites survive below ground.

6.2
If planning permission for any development at this location to proceed is granted, a
full programme of pre-development archaeological test trenching should be undertaken by
a licensed archaeologist throughout the development area. In this way the extent, nature
and significance of any as yet unknown archaeological material that might potentially
survive below ground may be determined at the earliest possible stage.

6.3
Following on from the results of the test trenching further archaeological mitigation
strategies such as the excavation, preservation by record or preservation in situ of
uncovered archaeological features may be required by the relevant heritage authorities.
Further to the results of testing the heritage authorities may also require that all topsoil
stripping and ground works associated with the proposed development be monitored by a
licensed archaeologist.
6.4
All recommendations in this report are subject to discussion with and approval
from the relevant authorities, which will advise on any further remedial action that they
may consider necessary.
6.5
The principles as outlined in the document Framework and Principles for the
Protection of the Archaeological Heritage (Dept of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht & the Islands,
1999) have been taken into account in the compilation of these recommendations2.
6.6
The developer’s attention is drawn to the relevant sections of national monuments
legislation, the National Monuments Legislation 1930-1994, which state that in the event
of the discovery of archaeological finds or remains that the relevant authorities, that is the
Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (DoEHLG) and the
National Museum of Ireland should be notified immediately. These institutions can be
contacted at:
National Museum of Ireland,
Kildare St.
Dublin 2

National Monuments Service
Dun Sceine
Harcourt Lane
Dublin 2

1
All archaeological recommendations are subject to the approval of the relevant heritage authorities.
The principles & recommendations as outlined in the Framework and principles for the protection of
the archaeological heritage document (Dept. of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht & the Islands 1999) have
been taken into account in compiling Section 5.
2
In summary the framework and principles document sets out the national policy with regard to the archaeological heritage.
Its core principles are:
x
The archaeological heritage is a finite, non-renewable resource.
x
There should always be a presumption in favour of avoidance of developmental impacts on the archaeological
heritage and preservation in situ of archaeological sites and monuments must be presumed to be the preferred option
x
Where archaeological sites or monuments have to be removed due to development then it is essential that the
approach of preservation by record be applied
x
The carrying out of an archaeological assessment where appropriate (or where part of a planning condition) is the first
step in ensuring that preservation in situ and preservation by record take place
x
The costs of archaeological work necessitated by development are a legitimate part of development costs.
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Tel.:
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01 676 6116
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Appendix I:

Record of monuments and places

List of recorded archaeological sites and monuments within the vicinity of the proposed
development.
RMP No
Townland
Nat Grid Ref
Classification
Description

References

DU012-02501
Feltrim
32006/24455
Cashel Site
Situated on the west summit of Feltrim hill. Prior to quarrying, the
site comprised an oval area (35m east–west, 25m north–south)
enclosed by a drystone wall (2m wide, 1m high). Entrance in the
east (2m wide), originally protected by an inner and outer timber
gate (Eogan and Hartnett 1964, 21). Excavation in the late 1940s
produced extensive evidence for an impressive domestic assembly
on the site.
Eogan and Hartnett 1964, 21

RMP No
Townland
Nat Grid Ref
Classification
Description
References

DU012-02502
Feltrim
32006/24
Habitation Site
As with DU012-02501
No entries

RMP No
Townland
Nat Grid Ref
Classification
Description

DU012-026
Feltrim
32023/24461
Holy Well
Known as ‘Lady Well’. Formerly located on the north facing slope of
Feltrim Hill. This site was removed during quarrying operations (Ó
Danachair 1958, 79).
Ó Danachair 1958, 79

References
RMP No
Townland
Nat Grid Ref
Classification
Description

References
RMP No
Townland
Nat Grid Ref
Classification
Description

DU012-027
Feltrim
32033/24452
Windmill Site
Located on the summit of Feltrim Hill. According to Flanagan this
was erected as a wooden mill after 1667 using Dutch bricks (1984,
52–59). It was converted to a corn mill in the 19th century.
Originally this was of cylindrical shape and tapers towards the top
rising to three-storeys in height. Demolished Oct 23rd 1973 except
for base.
Flanagan 1984, 52–59
DU012-028
Auburn
32083/24465
Mound
The site was excavated in 1982. This mound was also known as
the ‘fairy dell’. It lay approximately 7.5m OD and was overlooked
by higher ground to the north, south and west. A small river flows
close to the south of the mound. The mound was circular in shape
(15m in diameter, 1m high). The mound was saucer shaped with
steep sides and no evidence for an accompanying ditch or kerb.
Several sherds of pottery were recovered from the mound and
included late 13th/early 14th century examples and 17th/18th
century sherds, indicating a terminus ante quem of the late
17th/early 18th century for the construction of the mound. It is
probable that this was a landscape feature (Keeling, D 1985).
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References

Flanagan 1984, 74
Keeling, D 1985

RMP No
Townland
Nat Grid Ref
Classification
Description

DU012-029
Malahide Demesne
32175/24551
Earthwork Site
This site was marked on the 1937 OS edition map but has been
since quarried out. According to Westrop (1915) the site originally
comprised an earthen platform c.17m in diameter, enclosed by a
fosse (3–4m wide), a bank (2m wide) and an outer fosse (3–4m
wide, 1m deep). It was quarried in the centre for gravel when
Westropp visited it.
Healy, P. 1975, 26
Westropp, T.J. 1915 152

References

RMP No
Townland
Nat Grid Ref
Classification
Description

References

RMP No
Townland
Nat Grid Ref
Classification
Description

References
RMP No
Townland
Nat Grid Ref
Classification
Description

DU012-030
Malahide Demesne
32201/24542
Castle/Cast
Marked in OS maps 1843 and 1937 editions. This is an occupied
medieval castle with later additions. The medieval great hall is still
preserved and dates to the 15th century. The castle was re-roofed
and added to in the 19th century. The opposite side of the castle to
the great hall once contained four tapestry hung rooms but these
were destroyed by a fire in 1760. It was rebuilt in the 1770s in
Georgian Gothic character and two large drawing rooms replaced
the four smaller rooms.
Healy 1975, 26
Anon 1897, 456–7
Anon 1914, 255–7
Little, G.A 1948–9, 8–12
Flanagan, N 1984, 22, 24, 25–42
DU012-031
Malahide Demesne
32207/24542
Ecclesiastical Remains
This is a heading entry used to indicate an archaeological complex.
This is an obsolete term in the Archaeological Survey of Ireland
and the record is redundant.
No entries
DU012-03101
Malahide Demesne
32206/24545
Church
Marked on both 1843 and 1937 OS map editions. Located in the
grounds of Malahide castle. The remains comprise a nave (L16.9m,
Wth 6.8m) and chancel (L8.8m, Wth 5.6m) with a two storied
sacristy attached to the southeast corner. There are stepped
battlements on the north and south walls of the nave. Built of
coursed, well mortared limestone masonry. There as buttresses
against the west gable either side of the window and a batter or
buttress in the southwest corner. The church is entered towards
the west end of the nave through diametrically opposed doorways
with pointed arches, chamfered jambs and hood moulding. The
area of the hood mouldings on the exterior of the south door is
surmounted by a ‘mitred head’ and a zoomorphic figure at one of
the hood moulding terminals. There are bolt holes present. Inside
the south door is a red sandstone stoup secured to the wall and an
alter tomb dedicated to Maud Plunkett (D. 1494) with a recumbent
effigy of a female figure in a horned cap. Interior is lit by a fine
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References

RMP No
Townland
Nat Grid Ref
Classification
Description

References
RMP No
Townland
Nat Grid Ref
Classification
Description

References

RMP No
Townland
Nat Grid Ref
Classification
Description
References
RMP No
Townland
Nat Grid Ref
Classification
Description

triple light, ogee-headed W window of 15th century date and two
double-light tracery windows in the east end. Above the west gable
is a triple bellcote with steps leading up to it. The chancel is
entered through a pointed, segmented chancel arch. Interior is lit
by wide, flat-arched windows in the south wall. The east window is
a large, limestone, triple-light, tracery window. Corbels project
from the east wall at altar level. There is an external stairs to first
floor which contains a fireplace and wall presses in the east wall. At
the exterior east gable wall there is a sheela-na-gig (Healy 1975,
26; Anon 1914, 257; Hartnett, P.J. 1954, 179–181). Another
sheela-na-gig is built into a quoin at the northeast angle of the
chancel.
Healy 1975, 26
Anon 1897, 457–8
Anon 1914, 257
Little, G.A 1948–9, 6–8, 66–67
Flanagan, N 1984, 43–51
Hartnett, P.J. 1954, 179–181
DU012-03102
Malahide Demesne
32207/24545
Sheela na Gig
A sheela-na-gig is built into a quoin at the northeast angle of the
chancel of the medieval Church. Comprises a framed seated figure
carved in false relief on red-sandstone block. It has a large
shapeless head, short neck and squashed body (Hartnett 1954,
179).
Hartnett, P.J. 1954, 179
DU012-03103
Malahide Demesne
32206/24546
Sheela na Gig
At the exterior east gable wall of the church there is a sheela-nagig (Healy 1975, 26; Hartnett 1954, 179, 181). It comprises a
carved head and neck in red sandstone, the lower portion is
damaged. The facial features are well pronounced.
Hartnett, P.J. 1954, 179–180
Healy 1975, 26
DU012:03104
Malahide Demesne
32490/24402
Architectural fragment
Apex on the exterior of the south door of the church contains a
‘mitred head’.
No entries

References

DU012:03105
Malahide Demesne
32207/24543
Tomb
In the interior of the church there is an altar tomb dedicated to
Maud Plunkett (d. 1494) with a recumbent effigy of a female figure
in a horned cap.
No entries

RMP No
Townland
Nat Grid Ref
Classification
Description

DU012:03106
Malahide Demesne
32208/24543
Graveyard
Graveyard associated with church. No further details available.
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References

No entries

RMP No
Townland
Nat Grid Ref
Classification
Description

DU015-00201
Kinsaley
32178/24314
Church
This roadside church is a plain rectangular building, aligned east–
west and built of random rubble masonry. Only the nave survives
(L10.25m, Wth 5.10m, wall T0.95cm). There are opposed pointed
arched doorways in the west end of the nave. The interior is lit by
narrow slit apes on the south wall and a tall round arched window
at loft level in the west gable which contains a double bellcote. The
chancel arch is all that survives of the chancel. It is of pointed
segmental type. Probably late medieval in date.
Healy 1975, 28

References
RMP No
Townland
Nat Grid Ref
Classification
Description

References

DU015:00202
Kinsaley
32178/24314
Graveyard
A rectangular walled graveyard by the roadside. There is a kink in
the wall along the southeast section possibly indicating the former
existence of an earlier enclosure.
No entries
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Appendix II:

Previous Excavations

List of previous excavations undertaken in the vicinity of the proposed development
Previously published archaeological excavations in the area from 1970 to 2004
(www.excavations.ie) are summarised in chronological order below.
Site name
Nat Grid Ref
Excavation No.
Excavations ref.
Classification
Description
Author
Site name
Nat Grid Ref
Excavation No.
Excavations ref.
Classification
Description

Author

Site name
Nat Grid Ref
Excavation No.
Excavations ref.
Classification
Description

Auburn
O207445
Not available
1980-84:0093
Landscape feature
Keeling, D. (1985) ‘Excavation of a mound at Auburn, Malahide,
Co. Dublin’ Dublin Hism’. Record 38, No.3, 103-6.
D. Keeling, "Waterfront", Kilcreagh, Donabate, Co. Dublin
Drinan/Nevinstown East
31920 2540
03E1362 ext.
2004:0503
Pit
The monitoring of a large-scale development in the townlands of
Drinan and Nevinstown East, Swords, Co. Dublin, commenced in
2003. This first phase of monitoring was conducted by Christine
Baker (Excavations 2003, No. 489); nothing of an archaeological
nature was uncovered. The second phase of development was
monitored over the summer of 2004. This phase was located on a
greenfield site on relatively high ground that sloped gently towards
the north.
During the monitoring, one feature, a subrectangular pit c. 3m in
length, 1m in width and up to 0.8m in depth, was located at the
southern limits of the site, on the high ground. At the base of the
pit were nine stake-holes, eight around the base perimeter and one
centrally placed. The pit contained three distinct fills. These were
all variants of compact grey clay with much charcoal. The date and
function of the pit are not known. It may, however, indicate the
presence of further archaeological activity in the fields to the
south, Phase 3 of the housing development. Monitoring of this
phase is due to take place during 2005.
Abi Cryerhall, Margaret Gowen & Co. Ltd, 27 Merrion Square,
Dublin 2.
Mountgorry Site B, Malahide Road, Drinan
3196 2451
04E1066
2004:0504
Ring-ditch
The site was identified during monitoring (03E1505) by Stephen
Johnson for a residential development. The development is just to
the south-west of the junction of the Malahide Road and the new
M1 Northern Motorway. The site was situated on high ground that
sloped gently down to the north. A second site, Mountgorry Site A,
located 150m to the south-east, is currently being excavated and
will be reported on in Excavations 2005.
Mountgorry Site B consisted of a circular ditch opening to the
south-east. A single large pit filled with charcoal and burnt bone
was found in the centre of the ring-ditch. These features were
associated with Bronze Age pottery. A number of post-medieval
agricultural features were also present.
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The ring-ditch was of subcircular shape with fairly steep edges and
a concave base. It measured 18m (north-south) by 20m in
diameter and c. 0.25m in depth. The width of the ditch varied from
0.5m to 0.9m, averaging 0.6m. A 3m-wide entrance into the
ditched enclosure was found to the south-east. The ditch thinned
noticeably to 0.3m in width at the entrance terminus. The ditch
was substantially levelled, probably due to modern agricultural
activity. It was also cut by three east-west-running field drains.
In general, the ditch was primarily filled by a pale-yellowish-brown
sandy silt with small stones, animal bone and flecks of charcoal.
Over this was a dark-grey clayish-silt with burnt and unburnt
stone, animal bone and frequent charcoal. Two pieces of unworked
flint and one possible crude flint scraper were retrieved from the
fill. Two fragments of a heat-fractured polished stone and
fragments of Bronze Age pottery were recovered from the northern
end of the fill.
A single large pit was located centrally within the area enclosed by
the ring-ditch. It was an irregular oval shape and measured 1.9m
long (north-south) by 1.7m wide and 0.45m deep. The sides of the
pit were generally steep, but along the eastern edge the side was
vertical or slightly undercut. A number of small pockets or notches
were noted within the pit, c. 0.15m in diameter.
The fill consisted of a dark-greyish-black clayish-silt with a high
frequency of charcoal. Ash was noted towards the base of the pit,
but otherwise the fill was relatively homogenous. The fill also
contained fire-cracked pebbles and small stones, and burnt and
unburnt bone. Small fragments of possible Bronze Age pottery
were also retrieved from the pit. Based on the feature's irregular
shape (suggesting numerous cuts), central location within the ditch
enclosure, and fill, it is suggested that it functioned as a multiple
burial pit.
Fragments of pottery, preliminarily dated to the Bronze Age, were
recovered from the ditch fill and the central pit. A Bronze Age date
fits in well with the general date range for ring-ditches. Ring-ditch
sites are not uncommon and generally consist of a circular or
penannular ditch ranging from 5m to 25m in diameter. All are
associated with cremated human remains, which are generally
found in the ditch or in separate pits. At several of the excavated
sites, for example Kilmahuddrick, Co. Dublin, excavated by Ian W.
Doyle (Excavations 2000, No. 225, 00E0448), and Tullyallen, Co.
Louth, excavated by Robert M. Chapple (Excavations 2000, No.
715, 00E0429), a centrally located pit within the enclosed area
revealed cremated bone and Bronze Age pottery.

Author

John Waddell suggests (Waddell 2000, 161) that simple cremations
in pits associated with ring-ditch sites may date to the later part of
the Bronze Age, after 1500 BC. Ring-barrows and ring-ditches
appear to have been constructed from the later Bronze Age to the
early centuries AD (ibid., 366-8). These monuments relate to
funerary practices that generally involved cremation (ibid., 368).
Antoine Giacometti, 71 The Coombe, Dublin 8, for Arch-Tech Ltd.
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Site name
Nat Grid Ref
Excavation No.
Excavations ref.
Classification
Description

Author

Site name
Nat Grid Ref
Excavation No.
Excavations ref.
Classification
Description

Malahide Castle, Malahide Demesne
32210 24544
04E1528
2004:0625
Post-medieval garden
A watching brief on engineering pits was undertaken in the
grounds of Malahide Castle in the area of the Barbican Tower,
within a garden known as the 'Chicken Yard'. The work was
necessitated by the apparent subsidence of the tower itself. Two
pits were excavated down the side of the tower's stone
foundations, which were stepped out by c. 0.1m. The foundations
were bedded directly onto natural clay, with the slightest of
construction cuts, which may actually have been formed by
subsidence rather than by design. A thin layer of redeposited
natural clay incorporating building materials lay above this, which
in turn was sealed by garden topsoil. Although assumed to date
from the 14th century, a visual inspection of the tower strongly
suggests a much later date, an impression bolstered by the
building material recovered from the redeposited natural. The
associated garden was instated by 1801, and the tower
construction may be contemporary with this. Far from fulfilling a
defensive function during the early history of the castle (land
granted to Richard Talbot by Henry II in 1185), it appears that the
tower was built in imitation of castellated defensive architecture. It
was not purely a folly, however, as it was used as a pigeon loft,
apple store, garden store and, most interestingly, as a bee house
for over-wintering bees. The western wall of the ground-floor
chamber has 28 structurally integral niches: sixteen smaller ones
for the collection of wax and twelve larger recesses at a lower level
to hold the skeps themselves.
Tim Stevens and Ruairi O’Baoill, Archaeological Development
Services Ltd, Unit 48, Westlink Enterprise Centre, 30-50 Distillery
Street, Belfast BT12 5
Broomfield
0163546
Not Available
1985:23
Circular Ditched Enclosure
This site is one of three barely visible circular ditched enclosures,
situated just below the south-facing brow of a low E./W. ridge, on
the 150' (45.7m) contour. Excavation revealed a flat circular area,
l4m. in diameter, enclosed by a ditch 0.90 to 1.00 m. deep (50 60 cm. into subsoil), with slight internal bank (10 - 15 cm. high X 1
- 1.5m. wide) and sixteen pits. Fifteen of these pits were
contemporary with the enclosure. One pit (No. 1 6) was earlier and
was sealed beneath the internal bank. Around the entire
circumference of the base of the ditch a line of 2" tile drains (c.
1800 - 1850) had been inserted, and a sod drain had been dug
across the interior of the enclosure.
Pits Nos 1 and 12 contained remains of tree roots:- Pinus sylvestris
(Scots pine) and Taxus (Yew) or Pseudotsuga menziesii (Douglas
fir M. Scannell). Pit No. 16 (sealed beneath the internal bank) was
larger and deeper than the other pits and yielded three sherds of
Beaker pottery, a quantity of charcoal, Quercus (Oak), and burnt
earth.

Author

The evidence points to the enclosure being the remains of a
ploughed out tree ring which had been erected in the l8th/l9th
century upon an area of Early Bronze Age activity.
Betty
O'Brien
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Appendix II:

Topographic files

List of stray finds from the vicinity of the proposed development
NMI Register No.
Find(s)
Monument
Townland
Parish
Barony
County
Method of Acquisition
Notes

1966:42
Fragment of flint scraper
N/A
Broomfield
Portmarnock
Coolock
Dublin
N.G. Flanagan
Honey brown flint side scraper, partly cortex covered (L
2.8cm, W 1.9cm, T 4mm). Surface find.

NMI Register No.
Find(s)
Monument
Townland
Parish
Barony
County
Method of Acquisition
Notes

1968:174-184
Flint cores, scrapers and flakes
N/A
Broomfield
Portmarnock
Coolock
Dublin
Declan Cahill
Twenty flint cores, two hollow scrapers and 62 flint flakes
were acquired from Declan Cahill. All were stray surface
finds and probably date to the Neolithic

NMI Register No.
Find(s)

1968:151-171
Two stone axeheads, waste, flakes, scrapers, animal tooth,
bone fragment, bronze knob, iron object
N/A
Broomfield
Portmarnock
Coolock
Dublin
N.G. Flanagan
Several stray surface finds were handed into the museum
by N.G. Flanagan. The finds include two polished stone
axeheads, flint waste material, flint flakes, flint scrapers
and chert flakes. Other finds include a worked animal tooth
that has been blunted and polished, a transversely sawn
piece of animal bone, a bronze or brass knob of probably
modern date and a small cylindrical iron object which was
fractured at one end.

Monument
Townland
Parish
Barony
County
Method of Acquisition
Notes

NMI Register No.
Find(s)
Monument
Townland
Parish
Barony
County
Method of Acquisition
Notes

1964:29-30
Flint waste flakes and a gun flint
N/A
Broomfield
Portmarnock
Coolock
Dublin
N.G. Flanagan
Twenty eight flint waste flakes and a gun flint were
acquired by the museum. All were surface finds.
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NMI Register No.
Find(s)
Monument
Townland
Parish
Barony
County
Method of Acquisition
Notes

1964:64
Flint scraper
N/A
Yellow Walls
Malahide
Coolock
Dublin
N.G. Flanagan
Brown flint scraper with part of the cortex still in place.
Wedge shaped in cross section with secondary chipping (L
4.4cm, W 3.4cm, T 2.3cm). Found near the shore.

NMI Register No.
Find(s)
Monument
Townland
Parish
Barony
County
Method of Acquisition
Notes

1968:120-121
Potsherds
N/A
Yellow Walls
Malahide
Coolock
Dublin
N.G. Flanagan
Two glazed sherds of wheel thrown pottery found near the
seashore. The first sherd is brick red ware with a red brown
glaze on one side and chocolate brown and yellow-streaked
glaze on the other. The second sherd is possibly part of a
dish with a dark brown glaze.

NMI Register No.
Find(s)
Monument
Townland
Parish
Barony
County
Method of Acquisition
Notes

1974:90
Polished stone axehead
N/A
Yellow Walls
Malahide
Coolock
Dublin
N. Gaughan
Polished stone axehead, triangular in shape and oval in
cross section with the butt pointed (L 20.5cm, max. W
6.8cm, min. W 1.3cm, T 4cm). Found during deep
foundation digging in the 18th century.

NMI Register No.
Find(s)
Monument
Townland
Parish
Barony
County
Method of Acquisition
Notes

1964:31
Flint core
N/A
Drinan
Kinsaley
Coolock
Dublin
N.G. Flanagan
Water rolled flint core with flakes struck off two faces.
White in colour with some cortex remaining (L5.2cm,
W5.1cm, W 2.4cm). Found in an embankment near
Feltrim.

NMI Register No.
Find(s)
Monument
Townland
Parish
Barony
County
Method of Acquisition

1947:285-1053
Various artefacts
Feltrim Hill
Feltrim
Kinsaley
Coolock
Dublin
Through excavation and Miss Stackpoole, Miss Brodigan
and G.F. Mitchell

Proposed Housing Development – Streamstown and Auburn, Co. Dublin

26

Archaeological Development Services Ltd

Notes

Various artefacts recovered during the excavation of the
cashel on Feltrim Hill by P.J. Hartnett in the 1940’s. Early
medieval artefacts including pins, ring brooches, bone
combs, iron knives, and jet beads were recovered. The
excavations also produced a number of Neolithic lithics. A
range of artefacts were also collected by Miss Stackpoole,
Miss Brodigan and G.F. Mitchell.

NMI Register No.
Find(s)
Monument
Townland
Parish
Barony
County
Method of Acquisition
Notes

1964:85
Bronze ring
Feltrim Hill
Feltrim
Kinsaley
Coolock
Dublin
J. Thompson
Bronze ring made of a coiled strip of bronze, now corroded
to a green colour and broken at both ends (1.55cm
diameter). Found among bulldozed material from the
quarry at Feltrim Hill.

NMI Register No.
Find(s)
Monument
Townland
Parish
Barony
County
Method of Acquisition
Notes

1949:50
Flint arrowhead
Feltrim Hill
Feltrim
Kinsaley
Coolock
Dublin
Miss R. Birmingham
Flint leaf-shaped arrowhead found on Feltrim Hill.

NMI Register No.
Find(s)
Monument
Townland
Parish
Barony
County
Method of Acquisition
Notes

1947:159
Flint arrowhead
N/A
Feltrim
Kinsaley
Coolock
Dublin
Olaf Raftery
Tip of flint arrowhead, triangular in outline and elliptical in
cross section. Trimming all over both faces (L 1.2cm, W
1.6cm, T 1.3 cm). Surface find.

NMI Register No.
Find(s)
Monument
Townland
Parish
Barony
County
Method of Acquisition
Notes

1968:185-186-92B
Flint artefacts
Feltrim Hill
Feltrim
Kinsaley
Coolock
Dublin
Declan Cahill
Small multifaceted flint core (L 3cm, W 1.9cm) and nine
flint flakes ranging between 2.55cm – 4cm in length. All
stray surface finds from Feltrim Hill.
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NMI Register No.
Find(s)
Monument
Townland
Parish
Barony
County
Method of Acquisition
Notes

1965:13-16
Arrowheads and stone axe
Feltrim Hill
Feltrim
Kinsaley
Coolock
Dublin
N.G. Flanagan
Polished greenstone axe or adze head (L 9.5cm, W 4.8cm,
T 2.75cm). Barbed arrowhead with secondary working on
one face (L 2.4cm, W 2cm, T 4mm). Two leaf-shaped flint
arrowheads with evidence of secondary working (L 3.7cm,
W 1.85cm, T 5mm; L2.4cm, W1.3cm, T 3mm). All found
amongst bulldozed material from Feltrim Hill.

NMI Register No.
Find(s)
Monument
Townland
Parish
Barony
County
Method of Acquisition
Notes

1964:71
Bronze ring
Feltrim Hill
Feltrim
Kinsaley
Coolock
Dublin
N.G. Flanagan
Well preserver bronze ring, now patented green in colour
(2.7cm in diameter). The casting seems to have been
flattened but not removed. At opposite points of the
external perimeter are two flattened areas as if the ring
was cast in a row of similar rings which were then
segmented. Surface find from Feltrim Hill

NMI Register No.
Find(s)
Monument
Townland
Parish
Barony
County
Method of Acquisition
Notes

1969:22-33
Flint artefacts
Feltrim Hill
Feltrim
Kinsaley
Coolock
Dublin
N.G. Flanagan
Ten flint scrapers and blade, 44 fragments of flint waste
material and one chert core. Stray surface finds from
Feltrim Hill

NMI Register No.
Find(s)
Monument
Townland
Parish
Barony
County
Method of Acquisition
Notes

1970:181
Polished stone axe
Feltrim Hill
Feltrim
Kinsaley
Coolock
Dublin
M. Morris
Polished stone axe portion, broken near butt and along one
side (l 5.6cm, max W 6.2cm, min W 4.6cm, T 4.3cm).
Some cortex remaining and relatively highly polished.
Stray surface find from Feltrim Hill
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NMI Register No.
Find(s)
Monument
Townland
Parish
Barony
County
Method of Acquisition
Notes

1965:22
Polished stone adzehead
Feltrim Hill
Feltrim
Kinsaley
Coolock
Dublin
J. Thompson
Polished stone adzehead fragment (L 7.8cm, W 6.9cm, T
3.6cm). Badly damaged and made from Lambay Porphry.
Found in bulldozed material from Feltrim Hill.

NMI Register No.
Find(s)
Monument
Townland
Parish
Barony
County
Method of Acquisition
Notes

1965:55
Flint slug knife
Feltrim Hill
Feltrim
Kinsaley
Coolock
Dublin
N.G. Flanagan
Slug knife of white flint with striking platform present (L
5.75cm, W 2.2cm, T 6mm). Secondary chipping along the
edges and several longitudinal flakes have been removed
on one face. Stray surface find from Feltrim Hill.

NMI Register No.
Find(s)
Monument
Townland
Parish
Barony
County
Method of Acquisition
Notes

1966:63-92
Flint and chert artefacts
Feltrim Hill
Feltrim
Kinsaley
Coolock
Dublin
N.G. Flanagan
Seven flint arrowheads, 22 flint scrapers and one chert
knife were found in bulldozed material from Feltrim Hill.

NMI Register No.
Find(s)
Monument
Townland
Parish
Barony
County
Method of Acquisition
Notes

1966:122-47
Various stone artefacts
Feltrim Hill
Feltrim
Kinsaley
Coolock
Dublin
N.G. Flanagan
Polished stone axehead, flint knives, blades, scrapers,
blades, a javelin head and a saddle quern and rubber
stones were found in bulldozed material from Feltrim Hill.

NMI Register No.
Find(s)
Monument
Townland
Parish
Barony
County
Method of Acquisition
Notes

1946:333
Roman coin
Feltrim Hill
Feltrim
Kinsaley
Coolock
Dublin
C. Cooke
Bronze Roman coin found just under Feltrim Hill. It is a
third brass of diocletion (284-304 AD)
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NMI Register No.
Find(s)
Monument
Townland
Parish
Barony
County
Method of Acquisition
Notes

1967:179
Bronze Mount
Feltrim Hill
Feltrim
Kinsaley
Coolock
Dublin
N.G. Flanagan
This mount consists of an openwork disc with a human face
protruding in relief at the top. The face shows a headband
like feature on the brow, two eyes of blue glass studs, a
nose and a mouth. The arms and legs are lightly incised.
Found 30m north of the cashel on Feltrim Hill in the topsoil.

NMI Register No.
Find(s)
Monument
Townland
Parish
Barony
County
Method of Acquisition
Notes

1968:84-119, 172-173
Various artefacts
Feltrim Hill
Feltrim
Kinsaley
Coolock
Dublin
N.G. Flanagan
Two large flint blades (possibly Bann Flakes), polished
stone axes, leaf shaped arrowhead, scrapers, blades,
flakes, plano-convex knife, arrowheads and a collection of
flint waste were recovered. The tooth of a sperm whale, an
iron spike and chisel, a bronze stud and a clay bead were
also found in bulldozed material from Feltrim Hill.
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FIGURES & PLATES
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site

FIG 1: Extract from Discovery Series Map No. 50, showing site location, Scale 1:50,000

Proposed Housing Development – Streamstown and Auburn, Co. Dublin

33

Archaeological Development Services Ltd

FIG 2: Location of surrounding RMP sites, showing site location
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FIG 3: OS Sheet 12 (1st edition) 1843 6” map, showing site location
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FIG 4: Divisions of site inspection area
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PLATE 1: Area A northwest ﬁeld looking east

PLATE 2: Area A northwest ﬁeld looking north

PLATE 3: Area A northwest ﬁeld looking west
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PLATE 4: Area A wooded area at rear of Auburn House

PLATE 5: Area A western limit of wooded area

PLATE 6: Area A pathway through wooded area leading to rear of Auburn House
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PLATE 7: Area A northeast ﬁeld looking west

PLATE 8: Area A northeast ﬁeld looking northwest

PLATE 8: Modern metal rubbish in the topsoil spoil heap.

PLATE 9: Area A northeast ﬁeld looking north
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PLATE 10: Area A northeast ﬁeld; uneven ground at northwest

PLATE 11: Area A northern ﬁeld

PLATE 12: Area A driveway
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PLATE 13: Area A stream at south side of driveway

PLATE 14: Area A courtyard

PLATE 15: Area A footbridge
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PLATE 16: Area A sluicegate

PLATE 17: Area A walled garden

PLATE 18: Area A yard
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PLATE 19: Area B looking southeast

PLATE 20: Area B looking south

PLATE 21: Area C yard
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PLATE 22: Area C ﬁeld looking southeast

PLATE 23: Area C looking north
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