Constables Tower

This tower was built during a period of fortification

some time, after the 1450s. Itis likely that the increase March to October
in defence was begun by Archbishop Richard Talbot

or his successor Michael Tregury who received grants

for repairs to his castles, during this time of October to March
upheaval. Constables Tower was restored between

1996 and 1998. A new roof was added. The new

plank and timber beam floors aremade of oak from

Newbridge Demesne. There are two large chambers,

next to which is a garderobe or medieval toilet. A For Tours

chute would take the waste outside the north wall.
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Getting to Swords Castle:

To Belfast

Curtain Wall

Linking all the buildings is a 300m long pentagonal
curtain wall. It encloses over an acre of land that
slopes down to the Ward River and is between3m and
10m in height. The curtain wall is made of limestone
bonded with lime mortar and was built in sections.
Although there are crenellations and battlements it
is more likely that the wall kept livestock in, rather
than armies out.

°
Skerries

Malahide
Swords @

Combhairle Contae
Fhine Gall =
Fingal County

Council

Dublin —



&

I‘ Mééﬁe.va/ f/obr t/'/le excavated 2015 e Swnrds
Town Park

was being baked and wine from the south of France
was being imported for the archbishops table. There
were buildings along the high ground to the east
which are likely to be the oldest parts of the complex.

A decorated medieval tiled pavement, comparable
to that in Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin was
uncovered here during excavations in 1971. The
1500s saw a decline in the value of the archbishops
properties and despite the local Barnewall family
having an interest in the tenancy, Swords Castle
fellinto ruin. The Cobbe family of Newbridge House,
Donabate who bought Swords Castle after 1830, ' Curtain Wall
used the land for farming and planting an orchard. :
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